political constraints of the clerical and patriarchal hierarchy, Teresa was able to keep from crossing the fine line between "saint" and "heretic." While in the past, scholars have chosen to write about her mysticism and her Carmelite reform efforts, these authors have written about her from a feminist angle, hoping to dispense once and for all with the prototype of the hysterical, emotional women writhing in a frenzy of morbid devotion at the foot of the Crucifix and replace her with the sane, vigorous, intelligent, humorous Spaniard who had a lot in common with the independent women of the midtwentieth century " Medwick, xv
Throughout the book The Avila of St. Teresa: Religious Reform in a Sixteenth
Century City, author Jodi Bilinkoff attempts to examine the life of Teresa of Jesus in the political, economic and social context in which she lived. From Avila's rise in religious and political influence to its ultimate ruin by plague, drought and economic hardship, Bilinkoff thoroughly and comprehensively analyzes the history of the city and the circumstances which allowed Teresa to be successful as a monastic reformer. She also provides evidence that even before Teresa, women had power in Avila, and that women, even in a small city like Avila, played an important role in the Catholic Reformation. Although this book at times can read more like a historical novel than a scholarly work, it is interesting and gives a good introduction to Teresa's life. It is less than 300 pages long, including endnotes and an index, but does an excellent job of giving a foundation on which to build one's study of this popular saint. One of the strengths of the book is that it contains at least a dozen pictures of Teresa which aids readers in understanding Teresa's life. Medwick also includes in the appendix a copy of "The writings from this new perspective. He says that "although the sixteenth century Spanish nun was using a social construct-language that had been molded to convey the ideas, concepts, and interests of the dominant classes-she turned it around, exploited it, used its malleable properties to serve her own ideas and desires." her as the spirited and ambitious nun who worked hard and traveled far to negotiate deals to establish more "pure" convents, who used her controversial writings to reform the church, and who (although a woman) moved through he world with the assurance of a man. By analyzing Saint Teresa using this feminist analysis, she seems "surprisingly modern, a rational woman living life on her own terms….familiar and accessible, as she has in every country and century that has cast a critical eye on her.
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